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WHY THIS THEME?

Sustainability and pro-environmental behaviour are among the main goals 
of contemporary education.
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WHY THIS THEME?

Sense of place is widely associated with pro-environmental attitudes and behaviour.
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RESEARCH QUESTION

How do children reflect on the consequences of their relationship to place?
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METHODS

Study participants
.

 - 339 fifth-grade pupils (approximately 10–11 years old)
.

 - 18 primary schools in the Liberec Region and the Podještědí area (9 urban, 9 rural schools)

Data collection and analysis
.

 - written responses to an open-ended question administered during classroom instruction
.

 - inductive thematic analysis (Braun & Clarke, 2006)
.

 - codes were generated directly from the data and subsequently clustered into broader   
    thematic units



RESULTS

Children perceive the consequences of their relationship to place through four 
interrelated pathways.

These pathways do not operate in isolation but frequently overlap and mutually 
reinforce one another.



A four-pathway developmental model of the consequences of children’s SOP
Source: Authors’ elaboration (visual model prepared by the authors with AI-assisted graphic support)

“I am happier here and would like to live here all my life.”

“I feel safe here”

“If someone destroyed nature here, that would be wrong.” 

“I do not like drunk people hanging around here, and I do not like 
people who are mean to others.”

“I like being able to take part 
in different activities, for 
example the Clean Up 
Czechia campaign, tree 
planting, and so on.”

“If someone was destroying 
monuments or meadows, I 
would probably stop them.”

“If I lived somewhere else, 
I would be different.”

“I want to live here 
because there is a hospital 

here, and because I want 
to become a doctor, I want 

to work there.“

“I have friends here 
without whom life would 

not be possible.”



INTEGRATION INTO A BROADER RESEARCH FRAMEWORK
AND RECOMMENDATIONS
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Implementation of place-based education.
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Integrate fieldwork into education (including sensory fieldwork).

„Teachers could also learn to perform more qualitative and sensory activities with their 
students, thus stimulating and combining cognitive and affective involvement.“

Oost, De Vries & Van der Schee (2011, p. 322) © Authors



involve pupils in environmental protection 
activities

work with the local natural environment 
(forests, water features, etc.)

the presence of an environmental education 
coordinator at primary schools is associated 
with greater implementation of more 
advanced forms of fieldwork education

“I like being able to take part in different activities, for example the Clean 
Up Czechia campaign, tree planting, and so on.”
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DIRECTIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH

How do teachers use place-based education?

How do teachers use fieldwork education? Identification of barriers to fieldwork education.

Creating a platform for fieldwork education in the Liberec region.

2026: 

2025:



https://www.cesky-raj.info/podcasty-z-raje  

APPLYING RESEARCH TO EDUCATIONAL PRACTICE
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TAKE-HOME MESSAGES

Children’s sense of place is not merely an emotional attachment, but a developmental process 
shaping identity, moral responsibility, and pro-environmental agency.

If we want to foster sustainability, children need opportunities to experience, interpret, and care 
for real places.



Thank you for your attention
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